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HERSETH            SANDLIN LEGISLATION IMPROVES HEALTH CARE FOR WOMEN VETERANS
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Introduces            Bill to Ensure VA has Authority, Flexibility to Provide Health Care            Services to Women Veterans
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February            26, 2009, Washington, DC-

 8 / 13



Herseth Sandlin Legislation Improves Health Care for Women Veterans

Today,            U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, a member of the Veterans’ Affairs            Committee and Chair of its Economic Opportunity Subcommittee, reintroduced            the “Women Veterans Health Care Improvement Act,” a bill to expand and            improve VA health care services for women who have bravely served their            country. 
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“The depth and scope            of the duties of our servicemembers continue to expand at home and abroad,            drawing a diverse cross-section of the American population to serve            our country in uniform,” Rep. Herseth said, “In order to make good on            our country’s promise to all of its veterans, we must provide them with            health care services to meet their wide array of needs. That’s why I’m            proud to once again introduce this legislation in the 111th Congress            that seeks to better care for women who have answered the call to serve.”            Herseth Sandlin noted that as of October 2008, there were 23 million            veterans in the U.S. Of this, women veterans made up 1.8 million or            8% of the total veteran population.
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The “Women Veterans            Health Care Improvement Act” calls for a study of barriers to women            veterans seeking health care, assessment of women’s health care programs,            medical care for newborn children of women veterans, enhancement of            VA sexual trauma programs, enhancement of PTSD treatment for women,            establishment of a pilot program for child care services, and the addition            of recently separated women veterans to serve on advisory committees.            
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Herseth Sandlin            worked closely with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) in crafting            this bill. “With more and more women in the military, and many now serving            in combat situations, the Women Veterans Health Care Improvement Act            is absolutely essential to ensuring that VA is prepared for the rising            number of women veterans coming into the system,” said David W. Gorman,            Washington Headquarters Executive Director of DAV. This legislation            will require VA to provide comprehensive medical care services that            are uniquely suited to their particular needs, especially those veterans            of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.” Gorman added, “DAV is grateful            to Congresswoman Herseth Sandlin for her foresight and leadership on            veterans’ issues. Since coming to Congress, she has been a champion            for all veterans and DAV looks forward to working with her to help enact            this important legislation.”
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